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“BETWISTED, BOTHERED & BEFUDDLED”

GUESTS:  NANCY MAHR, CHARMEN GOEHRING

OCTOBER 17-NOVEMBER 9
We began our October program discussing the 17 propositions that were on the November 8th Presidential General Election.  There was so much to consider so we enlisted the help and expertise of Nancy Mahr, AAUW CA Public Policy Chair and Charmen Goehring, who is on the AAUW CA board working on Lobbying & Advocacy.

We first examined the propositions of 51 (bond to fix and upgrade CA school facilities), 52 (make hospital fee permanent to pay for Healthcare services), 55 (extend tax on the wealthy to fund education & healthcare), 58 (repeal the ban on bilingual education) that AAUW CA recommended we support.  AAUW CA also recommended that we oppose 53 (stop right-wing millionaire from blocking infrastructure).
Nancy Mahr clarified the criteria for support Proposition 52 (Statute & Constitutional Amendment) requiring two-thirds vote of Legislature to amend a current law that imposes fees on hospitals.
Prop 57 was also examined more thoroughly with some very strong opposition to it by member Valerie Mattos.  Her concern was that if it passed, offenders of rape by intoxication, rape of an unconscious person, human trafficking involving sex acts with minors, drive-by shooting, assault with a deadly weapon, taking a hostage, domestic violence involving trauma, supplying a firearm to a gang member, lewd acts with a child, hate crime causing physical injury, failing to register as sex offender, arson causing great bodily injury, felon obtaining a firearm, discharging a firearm on school grounds, and false imprisonment of an elder would be released.  
Several members were disappointed that they voted too early to benefit from the discussions that were taking place with this program.  

Thanks again to our guests.  On November 11th in AAUW Washington Update, Lisa Maatz commended California on the passage of our supported propositions.

Our next program will begin in January.

Cathy Foxhoven

AAUW CA Online VP Programs

